
April 1, 2013 
 
Dear Interested Student/Applicant: 
 
Thank you for your interest in our art program. If you are trying to decide if UCSC is the right school 
for you here is some information. We offer a broad based fine arts curriculum with areas of 
concentration in sculpture, photography, drawing, painting, inter-media, electronic and digital 
media, and print media.  We do not offer a minor in art.  We do NOT offer commercial art classes in 
graphic design, illustration, or animation. 
 
For more information on the Art Department, please visit http://art.ucsc.edu 
Current information on the web reflects Fall 2012 requirements.  
New requirements for entering Fall 2013/2014 students will be posted in August 2013. 
 
PHILOSOPHY: 
In a culture where the dominant form of communication is logical and verbal, art explores the power 
of visual imagery for personal and public communication. UCSC's art program stresses both 
scholarship and technique in the belief that a good artist must understand historical traditions and 
theories of contemporary practice while engaging in a studio-intensive program of study. 
The Art Department provides students with the means to pursue this imagery with a foundation in 
visual studies. This foundation is necessary for students to develop practical and theoretical 
knowledge about a broad range of visual activity, both past and present; students are offered courses 
that expose them to the complex relationship between theory and practice.  
 
UCSC has excellent facilities devoted to undergraduates where we have the most extensive offerings 
in photography and printmaking.  The program is composed of courses in drawing, painting, print 
media, photography, sculpture, inter-media and interactive technologies; students are also 
encouraged to pursue interests in many other contemporary media and technologies. The Art  
Department offers project-based courses in digital media, hyper media, collaboration networks, and 
interface design for virtual communities and virtual realities. These courses utilize the Arts Division 
computer laboratory facilities that include Silicon Graphics Indy workstations and Apple Macintosh 
real-time, nonlinear, digital video editing systems. Students may also take courses from other areas in 
the division that stimulate creative thinking in the arts.  
 
The Art Department is committed to pursuing a continuing dialogue about what constitutes basic 
preparation in the arts while offering students experiences in established practices, new genres, and 
new technologies.  Students may pursue a double major or a minor in another discipline. 
 
We do not as yet have a graduate program or the influence of graduate students that other campuses 
do but have a graduate program in the development stage.  The Arts Division does have a new 
graduate program in Digital Arts New Media that is exciting and will influence and interact with our 
undergraduate program. Our faculty will participate and teach in that program.  We do not have an 
undergraduate graphic arts program, illustration or design program. 
 
FACULTY: 
Our faculty are all active professional artists dedicated to a curriculum that balances theory with 
practice and integrates the latest in contemporary thought and technologies. Our program is a 
nurturing department.  Faculty are accessible and very open in their thinking.  We have an excellent 
technical staff that also supports the major areas of study and helps students.  Studios are accessible, 
and in many cases open 24 hours a day.  Collaborations with the Digital Arts and New Media 
(DANM) program and the Computer Science Game Design program showcase exciting ways in 
which technology is being integrated into our curriculum.  
 
 



THE BASICS: 
We currently have approximately 600 art students. When you enter UCSC knowing you want to 
major in Art, the undergraduate advisor will declare you as Proposed-Art at summer orientation  (if 
not already listed as proposed art from the UC application process).  In fall, you will take a core 
course with your college and two other courses  of your choosing.  In winter and spring, you will 
need to take your foundation courses: 
 
Art 10A: Foundation I:  Create/Interact (winter quarter 2014) 
Art 10B: Foundation II: Think/Invent (spring quarter 2014) 
 
If you receive a C or better grade in both of these courses, you will be declared as an art major and 
will be able to take lower division studios beginning in your sophomore year.  Once you complete 3 
lower division studios you will be able to begin your upper division studios in art. Art major 
requirements for entering 13 / 14 students are: 
 
2 Foundation courses: Art 10A and 10B 
2 History of Art and Visual Culture courses (one with a western emphasis, one with a non-western 
emphasis) 
1 Topical foundation course (from the 80 series) 
3 lower division studios (Art 20A – Art 20F) 
6 upper division studios 
1 Senior Project course (Art 190B) 
1 Capstone Writing in the Arts course (satisfies the Disciplinary Communication requirement) Art 
190A 
 
It is a very collegial department and all the students really work together to help each other.  As an 
upper division student, you can take classes in all areas, or you can specifically target an area, such as 
photo, print media, etc. if that is your choice.  When you are in a studio class, you have access to that 
studio 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  We have technicians who monitor the studios and the 
wood and metal shop, photo darkroom, print studio, and foundry. 
 
 
SANTA CRUZ AND THE SURROUNDING AREA: 
Many artists live and work in Santa Cruz.  Situated 1 hour from San Jose and 1.5 hours from San 
Francisco, students have access through classes or on their own to visit the cultural centers of these 
cities. We make regular trips with students to the Bay Area and San Francisco for gallery visits. We 
have an expansive, rural, and beautiful campus located ten minutes from downtown Santa Cruz, 
with lively cafes, First Friday art events and Open Studios.  Location is often very important for 
entering students and we are the most rural and forested of the campuses with sweeping views of the 
Monterey Bay and Pacific Ocean, miles of hiking/biking trails and plenty of opportunities for forays 
to places like the Mohave Desert, Big Sur, or the Sierras to draw, paint, or photograph. 
 
Each college has a café and many of them show our student’s works.  The Mary Porter Sesnon 
Gallery at Porter college hosts professional exhibits year-round and we employ students to act as 
gallery sitters and assist in setting up shows. 
 
If you are trying to decide between UCSC and another school consider our location.  Our students are 
able to go up to the Galleria in San Francisco every month to see the art there for free.  Also, we are 
close to the San Jose museums and have had some of our faculty take our students to Los Angeles to 
tour those galleries.  We live in a rural setting, yet have close access to the urban areas.   
 
Transportation is very good on campus with shuttles running every 15 minutes and the city bus 
every 30 minutes or so.  You can get to San Jose via the HWY 17 bus and take the bus to BART (Bay 
Area Rapid Transit) where you can get to Oakland, Berkeley, or San Francisco easily. 



 
It is a beautiful campus and you can see students outside (even in winter) drawing and painting.  
Sometimes classes go to the wharf, boardwalk, or to the ocean to paint, draw and photograph.  At the 
end of each quarter we have Open Studios where all students display their work from the quarter in 
each of the studios and outside all the rooms, in the quad, on the grass, EVERYWHERE.  It is a great 
event and fun to see all the work.  This year our Fall Open Studios will be Friday, December 7th from, 
noon-4pm. 
 
EXTERNAL PROGRAMS: 
We have an extensive EAP (Education Abroad Program) with students going throughout the world 
in their junior year to take studio and art history classes.  You can choose programs for just one 
quarter, or for an entire year.  We have students participate in our Inter-campus Visitor program, 
where they can attend any UC campus for one quarter.  We also have a UCDC program where 
students can go to Washington DC and take classes.  (Does an internship at the Smithsonian sound 
good?)  We have sister campuses at the University of New Mexico and the University of New 
Hampshire if you want to go to these institutions for a year.  We can also use up to 3 classes from 
other accredited institutions towards major requirements. 
 
UCSC ART FACILITIES: 
Bronze Casting Foundry  
Large state of the art Drawing studio 
Figure Sculpture 
Interactive technologies-Macintosh and Silicon Graphics workstations 
Lithography/Serigraphy / Intaglio / Etching and Digital Printmaking 
Metal Sculpture and metal fabrication equipment 
State of the art digital printing lab  
Painting – Oil and Acrylic 
Black/White Film and Digital Photography Darkrooms 
Woodshop 
3D Inter Media 
Public Art exposure 
 
UCSC CATALOG: 
The catalog provides information on academic programs and courses, admission, financial 
information, research programs and facilities, residential colleges and student life. You may access 
the catalog on the web at http://www.ucsc.edu/ 
 
USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS AND LINKS: 
UCSC Art Department 
http://art.ucsc.edu/ 
Jude Pipes, Art Dept. Undergraduate Academic Advisor (831) 459-3551 
judereg@ucsc.edu 
 
ADVANCE PLACEMENT EXAMS: 
The Art Dept. will accept Advance Placement in Drawing and Art History as art major requirements. 
 
JUNIOR TRANSFER STUDENTS: 
You must pass the portfolio review in April 2013 in order to be eligible to be an art major and take art 
classes.  More information on the portfolio review can be found on the Art Department website. 
 
VISITING: 
You are welcome to look at our facilities at the Elena Baskin Visual Arts Complex.  Click here for a 
campus map: http://maps.ucsc.edu/ 
 



You can go into the wood shop, metal shop, and print studio if they are open.  You can check out the 
studios, but if it looks like there is an intense discussion/critique, please do not go in the class.  If 
students are just working individually, you can go in and check things out.  Please do NOT touch 
student’s work. 
 
My office hours are Monday-Thursday 8-12 and 1:30 –4:30.  I do not have scheduled appointment 
times so just drop by.  If you are coming from a distance, please confirm a date to make sure I am 
here (not sick or taking a day of vacation).  I hope this answers many of your questions.  After your 
visit, you can call or email me with any questions you may have to assist you in determining if you 
want to attend UCSC. 
 
Jude Pipes, undergraduate advisor for the art department 
judereg@ucsc.edu 
(831) 459-3551 
 
 
 
 


